Welcome to our Spring/Summer 2008 brochure where you will find all the information you will
need to plan your visits to Kidderminster’s own live theatre during the second half of our season.

As always, we are offering a very broad range of entertainment from new and possibly controversial
modern drama to some old favourites and modern classics, performed by The Nonentities and other
well-known friends in visits by both amateur and professional companies.

Not visited the Rose theatre yet ... then what are you waiting for? There is almost bound to be
something in our programme to tempt you and you will find that we offer a warm and friendly
welcome, a good range of facilities and all the excitement and thrill of live entertainment.

However, if you are a regular patron, then welcome to our new season! We think that
we know our regular’s tastes pretty well, and we sincerely hope that you will not be disappointed in the
selections we have made for you this time. Your support is vital to us and we look forward to
welcoming you again to The Rose. We are pleased that our Friends of The Rose scheme which gives
you the opportunity of playing a part in the development of our theatre and which was launched in our
previous brochure, has proved a great success, so we are continuing the initiative. Page 11 will tell you
all about the scheme and how you can qualify for free tickets for Nonentities’ productions.

Some copies of our specially commissioned, limited edition
brochure chronicling the last 25 years here at ‘The Rose’
are still available. This beautifully presented publication is
full of pictures, anecdotes, history, backstage snippets and
much more. Remind yourself of some of your favourite
. actors and recall some of the more unusual productions. If
R you are interested in The Rose, get your copy at the Box
THEFIRST 7 YEARS Office price £3.

Main House seats 181
Studio Theatre seats up to 60

For each production (a) denotes amateur company and (P) denotes professional company
The theatre has a variety of different sized areas that can be hired for meetings and conferences.
Contact the Theatre Manager Brian Potter for further information on
01562 743745
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‘Private Lives’ by Noel Coward F“IE!I —
The Nonentities

Main House (A)

A wonderful example of the sophisticated, ever-popular comedies of “The Master”. Divorced couple
Elyot Chase and Amanda Prynne, both recently remarried, arrive by ill-chance in adjoining suites at the
same Hotel in the South of France. The two divorcees rekindle their passions until the real reasons for
their separation become hilariously apparent.

A classic comedy of bad manners, dry humour and quicksilver sparring that is, at once, daringly
hilarious, elegantly sexy and contains some of Coward’s most sparkling dialogue.

Standard Ticket Prices Curtain Up 7.30 p.m.



2" February 2008
“Off The Floor”
Song, dance and entertainment by Splinters Dance Studio

Presented by Limelight in association with Splinters Dance Studio.
Main House (A)

Ticket Prices £8 (concessions £6.50) Performances at 2.30 p.m. & 7.30 p.m.

11" - 16™ February 2008
Groping For Words by Sue Townsend

The Nonentities
The Studio (A)

Set in a local school nursery classroom and in a caretaker’s office, this is a bright, funny and
entertaining play, as you would expect from the author of “The Secret Life of Adrian Mole” Sue
Townsend.

She wrote this play because she was dismayed that so many lively and capable people are, in the 21
century, unable to read and write properly. She has brought to life 4 interesting and disparate
characters in a Comedy, which nevertheless reflects the hidden shame of being illiterate, and how it
shadows and influences all aspects of real life. But, there is always Hope. Where there’s a Will, there’s
a Way! You will come out of the Theatre smiling!

Standard Studio Prices Curtain Up 7.30 p.m.

21% - 22" February 2008
DRACULA by Bram Stoker,
in a new version by Martin Drury

presented by Sphere
Main House (A)

“The impression I had was that we were leaving the West and entering the East”

Dracula wants to infiltrate England and he’s got a plan. He’s strong, sneaky; and disarmingly
attractive. But, more importantly, he represents our future — multiculturalism. What chance do we
have?

An adaptation of a classic novel with new twists: exciting drama, music and dance in a bittersweet tale
of happiness and heartbreak.

Suitable for Ages 14+
Tickets £7.50 (£5.00 Concessions) Curtain Up 7.30 p.m.



23" February 2006
The Vagina Monologues by Eve Ensler

V-Day presentation by Louise Sutherland
Studio Production (A)

Eve Ensler’s OBIE Award winning play is coming to Kidderminster! The Vagina Monologues is not a
bunch of feminists lecturing about women’s rights. It’s a play based on hundreds of interviews with
women from around the world and describes the real-life experiences of several women and yes,
you’ve guessed it, their vaginas. This hilariously witty and moving collection of tales give voice to a
chorus of lusty, outrageous, poignant, brave and thoroughly human stories.

Delight and surprise yourself, bring your friends and partners and come to see it for yourself. 100% of
the profits from this presentation will be used to support local charities that are working to end violence
against women and girls.

Please be aware that this play deals with adult themes and is not suitable for children.
Tickets £7 Curtain Up 7.30 p.m.

26™ February 2008
Bronte by Polly Teale

Presented by Perfect Circle Company
Main House (P)

How is it possible that three Victorian spinsters, living in isolation on the Yorkshire Moors, could have
written some of the most powerful and passionate fiction of all time?

This extraordinary new play evokes the real and imagined worlds of the Sisters, as the fictional
characters come to haunt their creators. “The sheer sadness of the Bronte’s story.... has often been
reduced to slushy sentiment, but here is genuinely moving, as if seen afresh.” The Times

Tickets £8 Curtain up 7.30 p.m.

28™ February 2008
Harvey Andrews in Concert
Presented by Speaking Volumes

Tickets £10 (£9 Concessions) Curtain up 7.30 p.m.

29" February 2008
Bring Me Sunshine

Presented by DC Productions
Main House (P)

Relive the fun and laughter of ‘Eric ‘n Ernie’. ‘Bring Me Sunshine’ is a celebration of the life of
Britain’s best loved double act — Morecambe & Wise. This unique show is filled with all-round
entertainment; comedy, magic, songs, dances, sketches and hilarious comic routines. On stage,
Sanders & Martin recreate the comedy genius of Eric ‘n Ernie, providing a fabulous night out for
ALL the family, both young and old alike. Come along and see for yourself. Seeing is believing!
Playing to full houses everywhere, this really is a show not to be missed.

Tickets £10 Curtain Up 7.30 p.m.



1* March 2008
Waking Up The Neighbours

David Power’s Bryan Adams Tribute Band
Main House (P)

Bring your best singing voices to the welcome return to The Rose of this top, high-energy, 5 piece
tribute band. Audience participation is compulsory as the band closely recapture all the original, well-
loved favourites like Run to You, Heaven, Everything I Do, Somebody and many others. This will be
the Band’s only Kidderminster show this year, so be sure to book early!

Tickets £9 (£8 concessions) “Blast off” 7.30 p.m.

6™ - 15" March 2008
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers
by arrangement with Joseph Weinberger Ltd

Kidderminster Operatic and Dramatic Society
Main House (A)

Set in Oregon in 1850 Seven Brides for Seven Brothers is the story of Adam, the eldest of seven
brothers, who goes to town to get a wife. He convinces Milly to marry him that same day. They return
to his backwoods home. Only then does she discover he has six brothers — all living in his cabin. Milly
sets out to reform the uncouth siblings, who are anxious to get wives of their own. But, after reading
about the Roman capture of the Sabine women, Adam develops an inspired solution to his brother’s
loneliness... kidnap the women they want!

Seven Brides for Seven Brothers is a glorious romp, brimful of hand clapping effervescent energy,
dazzling dance routines and sixteen smash hit showstoppers by Johnny Mercer and Gene de Paul, it
perfectly integrates song, dance and story. Featuring classic songs including Sobbin’ Women, Bless
your Beautiful Hide, Goin’ Courtin’, Wonderful Wonderful Day, Spring, Spring, Spring, Love Never
Goes away, Lonesome Polecat and We Gotta Make It through the Winter.

Tickets £10 (Matinee £7.50) Curtain Up 7.30 p.m.

7%~ 12™ April 2008 Soomeomed by

The Crucible by Arthur Miller meu -]
The Nonentities

Main House (A)

A classic in the true sense of the word. Arthur Miller’s masterpiece is set during the Salem witch trials
of the late 1600’s. However its depiction of hysteria and the destructive way in which a community can
turn on itself gives the play a moral heart that is universal, and is also universally seen as an allegory of
the anti-Communist witch hunts of the 1950’s.

Set in the small town of Salem, Massachusetts in 1692, the story tells how small lies - children's lies -
build and build until a whole town is aroused and 19 men and women go to the gallows for being
possessed of the Devil. They are good men and women, upright, hardworking, compassionate and God-
fearing. The Crucible is an exciting drama about the Puritan purge of witchcraft, a gripping historical
story and a timely parable of our contemporary society.

Standard Ticket Curtain Up 7.30 p.m.



17" - 19" April 2008
Kiss the Bride by John J. Wooten

The Once Removed Theatre Company
Main House (A)

A scheming groom is out to murder his (frequently married and very wealthy) bride on their wedding
night. He puts out a “contract” on her with a dubious agency, which, unfortunately, sends a bumbling
and incompetent duo to do the job.

On the day the nervous groom, mistaking an unlikely-looking wedding guest for the hired killer, sends
the wrong man upstairs to deal with his wife. Inevitably the real “hit men” turn up, having kidnapped
and unsuspecting bride from a different wedding reception. Confusion ensues and the “happiest day of
one’s life soon degenerates into an ever increasing but hilarious nightmare.

“....a full-blown” American farce....Produced by special arrangement with The Dramatic Publishing
Company of Woodstock, Illinois.

Standard Ticket Prices Curtain Up 7.30 p.m.

22" —25™ April 2008
Old Time Music Hall

Kidderminster Operatic and Dramatic Society
Main House (A)

Join Kidderminster Operatic Society and members of the Nonentities for an evening of fun and
nostalgia as they recreate “the good old days” of Music Hall. Songs, dance, sketches and monologues
under the direction of the Music Hall Chairman who will invite you to join the company in singing the
old favourites:- Down at the Old Bull and Bush, Lets All Go Down the Strand, My Old Man Said
Follow The Van and many more.

Standard Ticket Prices Curtain Up 7.30 p.m.

26™ April 2008

Rame Peninsula Male Voice Choir
Main House (A)

Rame Peninsula Male Voice Choir was founded in 1976 in this delightfully “forgotten corner” of
Cornwall. Now 40 strong, members come from all walks of life in the community. The choir has been
proud to represent and promote the good name of the area to delighted audiences in many parts of
Europe and the UK. The Rose Theatre is pleased to be one of their venues on their spring tour and to
have the opportunity to include a high quality choral item on our programme.

Tickets £7 (£6 concessions) Curtain Up 7.30 p.m.



30™ Aril — 1% May 2008
Hot Stuff

Swan Playwrights
Studio (A)

What is heat? A high temperature? Pressure? Passionate awakening? The name of a gossip
magazine? All of these — and more!

Warm yourself with Swan Playwrights’ latest miscellany — a collection of short plays, sketches and
monologues that explore tempers rising, hot flushes, contemporary tensions, sexual excitement,
celebrity under the spotlight.

Can you stand the heat? This show could well contain adult themes and language!

Standard Ticket Prices Curtain Up 7.30 p.m.

12" - 17" May 2008

Transport

Ladies Day by Amanda Whittington Sponsored by:
The Nonentities Fnleu =
Main House (A) VEHICLE RENTALS

In its 300 year history, Royal Ascot has always been held at its Berkshire home but improvements to
the racecourse in 2005 necessitated a move north to York. Pearl, Jan, Shelley and Linda are the fish-
filleting foursome for whom work, love amd life is just one long hard slog. Their fortunes improve
when Linda finds tickets to Ladies Day at Royal Ascot in York. Out go the hairnets, the wellies and the
overalls as the girls do themselves up and head for the races. As the day unfolds, the champagne flows,
secrets spill out and their horses keep winning.

With its Yorkshire heart and soul, Ladies Day has all the warmth of Calendar Girls and The Full
Monty.

Standard Ticket Prices Curtain Up 7.30 p.m.

22™ May 2008
Gordon Giltrap in Concert

Presented by Speaking Volumes
Main House (P)

One of the most innovative acoustic guitarists in the UK today, Gordon Giltrap has developed his own
unique style, much copied, but never bettered. It is impossible not to be awe-struck as he coaxes
incredible melodies from his instruments; you almost suspect a second pair of hands!

With over 40 years in the business, Gordon will satisfy fans with his most well loved hits, as well as
explaining the history of his many different guitars. Be prepared for beautiful compositions that cross

all musical genres, wit, charm and unbelievable talent.

“Gordon Giltrap is one of an elite few who truly have become legendary in their field in their own
lifetime. I am proud to call him my friend.” Brian May (Queen)

Tickets £10 (£9 Concessions) Curtain Up 7.30 p.m.



24™ May 2008

‘The Psychic World of Paul Norton and Tracey Hall’
Main House (P)

Following their previous ‘sell out’ appearances here at The Rose Theatre, we welcome back by popular
demand an evening of Clairvoyance and psychic messages with ‘SKY TV Mediums, Paul Norton and
Tracey Hall. These two amazing people have gained the reputation of being two of Britain’s finest
mediums! Prepare to be astounded with specific information about your own life and messages from
‘the other side’, which will literally be ‘out of this world".

Don’t let any ‘unforeseen’ circumstances prevent you from seeing these two exceptional people on this
one night appearance.

Tickets £9 (£8 concessions) Curtain Up 7.30 p.m.
9™ - 14™ June 2008 Transport
Move Over Mrs Markham by Ray Cooney & John Chapman Samade s

The Nonentities F“IEH =

Main House (A) VEGCERERIATE

A comedy of assumed identities, misconceptions, double entendres and a fast spiralling web of total
confusion. Three pairs of would-be lovers trying to have secret affairs all converge on the same
bedroom on the same day at the same time. Add a straight laced children's author, a sexy au pair girl
and a flamboyant interior decorator... stir in misplaced love notes, ringing phones and a full liquor
cabinet...and the game is on!

Hilarity and chaos ensue in this typical farce from the pens of Ray Cooney and John Chapman.

Standard Ticket Prices Curtain Up 7.30 p.m.

19" - 20" June 2008
End of Year performance

Kidderminster College of Performing Arts Student
Main House (A)

Did you know that Kidderminster College of Further Education runs a series of very successful
Performing Arts Courses? Every year it is our privilege to stage the graduating students final
production. The students will be rehearsing with a professional director and hope to bring you a
showcase of budding talent.

Why not come and see them? Who knows, one day their names may be up in lights and you can say
you saw them here first at ‘“The Rose’.

Standard Ticket Prices Curtain Up 7.30 p.m.



